followed by useful surveys ofthe effect on respiration ofpsychotropic drugs and of certain hormones such as ACTH and progesterone which are shown to act centrally. The mechanism of action of cardiac glycosides in terms of the sodium-potassium pump, the role of ionic changes in the appearance of arrhythmias and the mechanism of cardiac fibrillation are clearly discussed. The pharmacological basis for the use of antihistamines in the therapy of arrhythmias is examined.
The reviews are well presented with extensive references. They contain sufficient detail to attract the specialist, but are within the comprehension of the general reader. The reviews on digitalis and ionic factors in arrhythmias are especially recommended to teachers wishing to present an up-todate account to their students.
G W BISSET

Professor of Pharmacology
University of London Basic immunological concepts and their clinical ramifications are expanding so fast that this kind of review is very welcome. The book is well referenced and covers most of the important recent advances with chapters on the genetic control of immune responses, lymphocyte markers, lymphocyte enzyme deficiencies and suppressor cell mechanisms. Many of the authors are clinicians so there is a reasonable balance between academic and practical immunology. J F A P Miller has written a particularly clear chapter explaining, with the help of simple diagrams, the various confusing hypotheses for T and B lymphocyte cooperation in antibody responses. There is also an excellent and very detailed chapter by F P Siegal & R A Good on lymphocyte differentiation markers with emphasis on the findings in human diseases. There is an unusual chapter by W Pruzanski reminding us that lymphadenopathy occurs commonly in a variety of diseases and suggesting that more detailed investigation of this phenomenon might prove fruitful.
Both research and clinical immunologists will find this book informative. involve laymen in considering medical matters which have ethical implications. Medical men are called on not only to explain their views but to justify them. The editors are aware of the need for a source of balanced basic information: they have succeeded in providing one.
AD B WEBSTER
Consultant Physician Northwick Park Hospital, Harrow
Most of the 116 authors, whose contributions are remarkably uniform in style considering their diverse origins, are specialists. It is disappointing that in a book which has such relevance to general practice and to the questions that patients ask their family doctors, not one general practitioner has been involved in its production.
This book could well become a standard work of reference. It merits a place on the personal bookshelf. R For those interested in this topic it will provide an invaluable source of reference since each article is accompanied by a considerable bibliography, but the reviews themselves are of great value and bring together a lot of useful information that would otherwise only be found by an extensive search of the literature. A review by Jost and his colleagues of the hormones in the urogenital system obviously constitutes an authoritative statement on this sUbject, and a number of the articles will be of interest to endocrinologists. An article on the surgical correction of intersex, by Howard Jones is perhaps a little superficial for those concerned with the surgery, but would give a useful concept of the requirements for those in other specialities. There is a valuable chapter by David Smith on the management of micropenis and the stimulation of growth which can be achieved by testosterone administration in early infancy.
Clearly this book will be of interest to a limited group only, and does not in anyway constitute a comprehensive textbook on the subject, but it nevertheless makes a valuable contribution.
D INNES WILLIAMS
The Hospitalfor Sick Children Great Ormond Street
